More than 6.7 million young
people in the United States
are disengaged from school
or work. Helping these
disconnected youth identify
a clear path for their future
has the potential to change
the trajectory of their lives.

Music Forward leverages music and the
music industry to provide underserved
youth with the access and tools they
need to uncover their pathway to
success. Our programs inspire, equip,
connect, and prepare youth for careers
in the music industry and beyond,
yielding life-changing results.

THIS IS NOT A
SOUND-CHECK.

Our mission is to accelerate real-life
skills for youth using music as the
bridge to success.

We’re coming to you live. Young
people want to be heard and we’re
turning up the volume!

www.hobmusicforward.org

OURPROGRAMS YOUCANHELP
SETTING THE STAGE
FOR SUCCESS
Solomon, Age 17
Bringing Down the House
“Our band has learned so many things about touring,
music production, and how to create a song...now we
have the essentials to make it in the music industry.”

We’re giving our young people a chance to shine – one standing ovation
at a time. Bringing Down the House is a multi-week program connecting
talented, young artists to one another and music industry insiders to
build self-confidence, develop new skills, and bring crowds to their feet.
Celebrated venues play host as memorable backdrops for experiences
that fuel ambition and kick-start musical careers.

CAREER DAY UNPLUGGED
Emily, Age 18
UForward
“Music Forward helped me choose a career...because I
was so lost about what I want to do after high school.”

Imagine the coolest career day. Ever. UForward is a year-long program
offering high school juniors and seniors a VIP backstage pass to learn
about coveted gigs in the music industry. No musical skills required
– just a passion to learn. This ticket to a more promising future is
designed to inspire ambition, create momentum, and redefine what’s
possible with hands-on experience in behind-the-scenes jobs most
people only dream about.

OPPORTUNITY IN HAND
Michael, Age 17
Give Music
“The idea of buying an instrument was a fantasy in my
family. Now, there’s nothing standing in the way of
making my dreams a reality.”

It’s amazing what an instrument can do in deserving hands. Give Music
provides aspiring young musicians a chance to nurture their passion,
strengthen their talents, expand their possibilities, and pursue their
lifetime goals on an instrument they can call their very own. Give Music
paves pathways to college and career, unites schools in sound, and
connects young people to their community. More than melodies are created
when a young person receives an instrument – dreams are fulfilled.

DONATE

ENGAGE

Your dollars could purchase a
new instrument, support an
emerging artist, or fund
mentorship for a student –
every donation counts!

Join a panel, host a job shadow,
volunteer with a local event,
share with your community; there
are many ways to engage and
make a difference.

BID

SPONSOR

Explore our year-round
ROCKTION® and bid on
exclusive music packages
to benefit the youth we serve
at www.rocktion.org.

Build your brand alongside ours
by sponsoring local, regional, or
national programs – we can
create custom promotions that
meet your needs and make a huge
impact in your communities.

OURHISTORY
Music Forward is the evolution of the International
House of Blues Foundation, which began in 1993.
While we benefit greatly from our relationship with
House of Blues, we are an independent nonprofit
organization relying on public donations to fulfill
our mission.

